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THE u/e/itHeR-
Official forecasts for to-day Indicate that It

will be fair and warmer. Southwesterly winds.

The lobbyist seems to have taken

charge of the corridors at Albany.

The execution of Bat Shea will defi¬
nitely close the epoch of intimidation
at the polls.
The coal men say they are^not afraid,

but they are looking very cautiously
around the corner.

Brer Raines was careful to leave lo¬

cal option out of his amendments for

the liquor tax bill.

The starving garment workers want
to know why the contractors cannot
be held to their agreemenl.
Formosa doesn't seem inclined to

stay Japanese, and that famous army

will have to be brought out again.

Mr. Piatt is greasing the diminutive
Fassett with oily compliments before
he proceeds to swallow him whole.

The new Custom House is to arise on

the site of the old one. Let it be wor¬

thy of the commercial importance of
the port.
The Maher-Fitzsimmons party is now

pursued by the Mexican authorities.
There is nothing left but to try a bal¬
loon.

Salisbury is willing to arbitrate if
Venezuela will agree that the British
settlers shall be left where they are.

This is humorous.

Rhodes hurried back to Africa as

fast as if he had been fired out of a

gun. He was afraid Parliament might
seek to detain him.

Mr. Croker talked harmony in his

speech at the great dinner, and now he
s sitting up nights to heal the discord
hieh his speech caused.

Enforcement of the excise statute in
Brooklyn is the subject of numerous

mass-meetings there lately. Meantime
the side door works with its accus¬

tomed accuracy.

That South Dakota's aversion to
br>r>>is of matrimony extends to all

.ids is evidei from the fact
that it was the lowest in the list of
States in bidding for the recent Gov¬
ernment loan.

SWEEP VIVISECTION AWAY!
It is said that vivisection in its most

cruel phases is in full blast at the
famous medical school of Harvard, and
the Boston Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals has taken up the

case, and promises to investigate it.
There seems no doubt that we can af¬

ford to wait until, with the Roentgen
light, we can see the interior of ani¬
mals' bodies without tearing the poor

things to pieces, and can learn all that
we want to know of their circulation
and respiration in a humane and de¬
cent fashion. Vivisection is barbar¬
ous, and ought to be doomed. Dr. Bige-
low, late professor of surgery at Har¬
vard, used to say: "Watch the students
at a vivisection. It is the blood and
suffering, not the sciencfe, that rivet
their breathless attention. If hospital
service makes young students less ten¬
der of suffering, vivisection deadens
their humanity, and begets indifference
to it."
This is a very stern indictment of the

practice. Is it not about time to relin¬
quish a method of observation so uni¬
versally condemned? Can a society
whose self-imposed mission is the pro¬
tection of the dumb creatures inferior
to us, but none the less entitled to lead
lives free from horrible torture, be
blamed for taking every means for pre¬
venting the growth of vivisection?

Dole, of Hawaii, is getting ready to
give Minister Willis his passports. All
because Willis wouldn't attend a cere¬

mony on the Hawaiian national holi¬
day.

WURSTER AS HAMLET.
If Mayor Wurster makes a success

in the title role of the performance of
"Hamlet," which the Hanover Club, of
Brooklyn, proposes to give in order to
wipe out a debt of 510,000, a new way
for extinguishing municipal obligations
will be suggested. The necessity for
some such innovation is apparent.
Brooklyn has nearly reached its debt
limit; Long Island City is handicapped
in carrying out the plans of Patrick
Jerome Gleason by its outstanding I.
O. U.'s, and Mayor Strong is accord¬
ingly raising a question about whether
It would be fair to all of the Greater
New York to shoulder the debts of the
individual municipalities. The true so¬

lution. if the chief executive of Brook¬
lyn proves to be a good Hamlet, is to
repeat the benefit performance for the
municipality, or else take in Mayor
Gleason to play the part of grave-dig-
ger, and divide the proceeds with the
city beyond Newtown Creek.
Possibly this is not a new suggestion.

The Hanover, prompted by its chief
pride, Mayor Wurster, may already
have such plans, intending the first
performance of "Hamlet" &imply as a

rehearsal of the one to be given to

save Brooklyn's fair financial fame.
The basis for this conclusion is that
the Hanover, as the club of politicians,
considers itself under obligations to
maintain the city's standing.financial¬
ly as well as politically. Its good judg¬
ment is shown by the selection of Mr.

Wurster for the star part, and by the

giving of other roles to city officials
and ward leaders. To be sure, the

Mayor's whiskers are not like those
of Hamlet.if, indeed, the Dane had
whiskers at all.but Wurster is given
to soliloquizing, and that Is more im¬

portant than hirsute qualifications.
Even if he should not prove to be qual¬
ified for the part, his position will
make him more potent as an attracting
star than if he were a prize fighter or

a bridge jumper.

The appeal of President Cisneros, of
the Cuban Republic, to the American

people for recognition is a stirring one.

Is it to remain unheeded?

THE RAID ON THE CITIES.
The question now before the principal

cities of this State is whether they will
submit to be robbed, to supply funds to

be employed In appropriations with
which rural statesmen hope to dazzle

their constituents. "Will they submit

to deliver up their money so that the

tax rate of the State may not be raised,
and the party in power may appear to

be gifted with an Aladdin's lamp,
which It has only to rub when It wishes
to see that beneficent genii, Piatt,
bringing it magnificent gifts? After

all, what is a little thing like robbing
a city, among friends? Five millions
is wanted. Five millions, to be ex¬

pended upon Homes for the Feeble

Minded, decorations of the cells in Sing
Sing Prison, and armories.armories
everywhere in the distinctly rural por¬
tion of the State. Whence this pas¬

sion for armories? One would think

that each rustic member had prom¬
ised to get one, and that each is vieing
with all his colleagues in the chase

after armories.
The Legislature, always avid of jun¬

keting, sees a chance for an investiga¬
tion, and is about appointing a com¬

mittee to ferret out the origin of this

hunger and thirst for armories. Money
which ought to go to charitable pur¬

poses, in the various cities from which

they are to be wrung, Mr. Haines would
divert to the building of these martial

structures. He covets the proud dis¬

tinction of having dowered the State

with a score of armories, in which the

militia may keep its arms and execute

Its evolutions, without costing the lo¬

calities where the edifices are reared a

penny. All shall come out of the pock¬
ets of the publicans of New York. In

short, it is a case of Republican bleed

publican. And Mr. Raines flourishes
his lancet, before he has obtained per¬

mission to do any bleeding, with a fero¬

cious joy which shows how he would

plunge down upon his task the moment

it is permissible.
It does not seem to occur to the legis¬

lators who are engaged in this repre¬
hensible and partisan scheme that they
are doing anything wrong. They ac¬

count themselves perfectly honest men,

and would feel insulted if you should
hint at the possibility of their keeping
in their possession five cents which

they had not rightfully acquired. But

to ransom the cities a little: is there

any harm in that? Perish the thought;
it is only a political game which is le¬

gitimate and "smart." It helps to keep
the cities in their place; otherwise
those impudent communities would
actually be trying to take a part in

the government of the State. Thus

they reason, and go on heaping up ap¬

propriations until even the pruning
knife of the startled Governor cannot

keep them from assuming scandalous

proportions. Never mind, they say;
the cities will pay, the tax rate will
not rise, and the trick will be played.
Now is the time to crush this little

conspiracy. Delay is not only danger¬
ous; it would be fatal. The Raines bill
should be annihilated. It is rotten to
the core. Under the guise of regulat¬
ing the liquor traffic, it enables the

Legislature to put Its hands deep into
the pockets of the cities, and take
what it desires. There are kindred
measures which will be put forward
if by unlucky chance the Raines bill
were to succeed. There has as yet been
no protest at Albany from the cities
sufficient In size and volume to frighten
the conspirators. But unless the great
cities mean to go tamely into servitude,
it must come, and come soon!

Lieutenant-Governor Saxton admits
that the present fight among Republi¬
cans may be a menace to Republican
success in the coming Fall.

SCHOOL^REFORM "

IMPERATIVE.
The best thing that can be said of

the Pavey bill for school reform is that
it abolishes the "trustee system," and
leaves the control of the schools of the
city of New York in the hand3 of the
Board of Education, where it ought to
be. The Strauss bill, now before the
Legislature, which seeks to perpetuate
the domination of the schools by the
politicians, should be swept away. The
influence of politics upon our metro¬
politan schools is already sadly con¬

spicuous; and it was that and nothing
else which led to the harsh criticism
passed upon the scheme of education
in this city at a Greater New York
hearing in Brooklyn the other day.

It is an insult to true Americanism to
mix politics of the type which our New
York bosses have made odious with the
instruction of the youi" Me- "'ke

Abram S. Hewitt and Daniel G. Rollins
know whereof they speak when they
say that the true thing to do is to
centralize the power in the hands of
the Board of Education. Ward trus¬
tees have had their day, and men of
public spirit, unselfish and representa¬
tive of the highest culture, must take
hold of educational affairs.
When that has been accomplished we

shall hear no more of the scandals
which have been so unpleasantly noto¬
rious in past years. We shall manage
to have school houses enough for the

constantly increasing school popula¬
tion; we shall not see bands of children
in the streets when they ought to be at

study; and we shall not feel that the
invisible yet powerful hand of the poli¬
tician is holding back those who would
make the public school system a chief
glory of the great city.

The Government intimates that a

way has been opened for Waller's re¬

lease. Up to date it doesn't seem to
be through the prison doors.

LOWER TELEPHONE RATES.
The committee on telephone legisla¬

tion appointed by the Board of Trade
and Transportation of this city is dili¬

gent in its efforts to reduce telephone
rates to a proper figure. Three years
ago it caused a bill to be introduced in
the Legislature for regulating these
rates, but it was ably fought by the
counsel of the telephone companies.
Now, amended so as to meet all valid
objections, it has been brought for¬
ward again.in the Senate by Senator
Brush, in the lower House by Assem¬
blyman Audett. It provides that six
months after the passage of the act
the maximum charge to subscribers
and customers by any telephone com¬

pany in the State for a year's service
shall be, in cities of one million inhabi¬
tants and over, one hundred and twen¬

ty-five dollars; in cities of half a mill¬

ion, and less than a million, eighty-five
dollars; in those of one hundred thou¬

sand, and less than half a million,
forty-eight dollars, and in smaller

places from twenty-seven to thirty-six
dollars.
These are reasonable rates, which

permit all companies to pay tgn per
cent upon all investment in addition to
interest upon bonded indebtedness.
They would relieve the public of what
it considers an unfair charge for the
use of an indispensable invention, and
would doubtless greatly extend the em¬

ployment of the telephone. The bill

ought to pass.

The United States Consul on the
Isthmus says that the Panama Canal
is certain to be built. Is that the rea¬

son of the delay in pushing things in
Nicaragua?

Senator Smith confirms Senator
Frye's opinion of England's unfriendli¬
ness to this country. John Bull will be
startled when he Is convinced that
America regards him as an enemy.

The Sultan wants our protests against
his conduct sent to the Six Great Pow¬
ers who are charged with keeping in
order. We don't stand upon etiquette
in taking a murderer by the collar.

The wheelmen are in convention In
Baltimore, and clamor for good roads.
Bad ones have given them so many un-

tired wheels that they are tireless in
their demands for improvement.

McKane's hopes of a pardon are

daily growing beautifully less. The
Journal correspondent at Albany has
unearthed the fact that Governor Mor¬

ton, as long ago as January 5, being
advised to seek the opinion of Judge
Bartlett, the trial Judge who sentenced
McKane, as to the expediency of par¬
doning him, did so. Judge Bartlett
promptly announced that he saw no

reason why McKane should not serve

out his full sentence. After this it is
evident that appeals to executive clem¬
ency for the master of the famous
"rotten borough" will prove useless.

The reappearance of Schlatter, the
mysterious healer, as member of a

chain gang in a little Californian town,
where a sentence for vagrancy had
placed him, is calculated to add to the
public reverence for his powers. In
blind obedience to some mysterious
command to do penance, he has wan¬

dered through the wild Southwestern
land.even affronting the dangers of
the Yuma Desert. Will he ever take
up his mystical healing again? Does
he feel his strange power departing,
and is he seeking by aimless wander¬
ing to recruit his forces? It seems

cruel that he should be so harshly
-treated by rural justice. Even Islam
is kind to mystics and madmen, and
lets them go their erratic ways, unim¬
peded.

It is a good time to recall to mind
some of the phrases in Samuel J.
Tilden's famous coast defence let¬
ter of December, 1885. In that docu¬
ment he said: "It is impossible to fore¬
see, in the recent scramble of the Eu¬
ropean Powers for acquisition of colo¬
nies, how soon an occasion may arise
for our putting in practice the Monroe
Doctrine. It is clear that there ought
to be some relation between our asser¬

tion of that Doctrine and our prepara¬
tion to maintain it." He then charac¬
terizes "our total want of preparation"
as "discreditable to our foresight and
to our prudence." And he continues:
"The best guarantee against aggres¬
sion, the best assurance that our diplo¬
macy will be successful and pacific,
and that our rights and honor will be
respected by other nations, is in their
knowledge that we are in a situation
to vindicate our reputation and inter¬
ests." If Mr. Tilden were alive to-day
he would certainly be an earnest
pleader for the perfection of our coast
defences, and might be accounted a

"jingo."

London Gay and
London Grave.

London, Feb. 1..Very Parisian at least
in its effect upon a stranger lias been the
London mode of observing two recent birth¬
days of the great. These were the natal
days of General Gordon, of Chinese and
Egyptian fame, and of Charles I. To both
of these are statues and both are in Tra¬
falgar square.

lien Gordon's birthday came his monu-
ment suddenly blossomed with wreaths and
floial trophies shaped like crosses, hearts
and circles, and each enclosing some senti¬
ment on a eard or on a sheet of note paper,
wiitten in ink. Almost all these offerings
of the people were, as the famous Irish¬
man put it, "agin the Government," be¬
cause it abandoned Gordon in Egypt. The
one that capped the rest and expressed all
that they left unsaid was a beautiful
w reath to two of England's mistreated
heroes, "Gordon, the Deserted, and Jame¬
son, the Betrayed."
Within two or three days, before the

Gordon decorations had dried or wilted,
the pedestal of the statue of Charles I.
toox on a similar appearance, being coated
with wreaths and flowers and written sen¬
timents. It was astonishing to see what a

depth of sorrow and admiration still exists
in a large part of the English mind for the
weak and wavering "White King," who
lost his head at Whitehall 247 years ago
and exchanged, as he said, an earthly for
a celestial crown. His pediment was glori¬
fied with white roses, white lilies, with ivy
and with laurel. These were sent there
not only by the White Rose League, the
Legitimist Club, which believes that Vic-
toria is not the rightful ruler of England,
and by the St. Germains Order, but by
scores of individual citizens. One of the
cards declared In French that England had
three great murders to answer for-those
of Charles I., Mary Queen of Scots and
Joan of Arc. Early in the morning, while
a crowd had already gathered before the
monument, an elderly gentleman came and
threw himself on his knees and prayed, ap¬
parently to the dead King. It is interest¬

ing, as showing the great freedom of the
citizens here, to know that though this
adoration of Charles is apt to be treasonous
and coupled with the belief that Victoria is
an usurper, yet all the inscriptions on the
htatue s pediment were submitted to and
authorized by the officials, and when, a
year ago, the officials endeavored to end
the practice of loosing public sentiment in
this way, there arose a prodigious outcry,
and the authorities were obliged to give
way.
One of the daily newspapers, in speaking

of the palatial lodging houses that Lord
Row ton is putting up in London, says: "At
the present rate of progress a dosser will
become synonymous with a sybarite" A
dosser in England is what we call a lodger
in a Bowery lodging house. "Doss" is the
East End slang for a bed, and so a man
who has nothing more than a bed to lav
claim to-and not that if he hasn't the
price-becomes a dosser. The movement
to improve the condition of the dosser was
begun by Lord Shaftesbury by means of a

lodging House act by Parliament in 1851.
Nothing was done under the act until 1870,
when the corporation of Glasgow opened
two improved lodging houses. In 1887 Lord
Radstock began to interest himself in the
plan, and by 1894 he had built three houses
in the East End; but the finest and most
modern and best dossers' lodgings was
opened in Vauxhall In 1892.
Rowton's house was thereafter called

"the Dossers' Palace," but within a few
days he has opened a far finer one called
"Rowton House." It is at the corner of
King's Cross road, opposite the Royal Free
Hospital, in the heart of London. He has
built it by the selling of shares in a stock
company, but he holds nearly all the stock
himself.
In each of the hundreds of neat little bed¬

rooms is an iron bedstead, a chair and a

shelf, with clothes books below the shelf,
and the wide-awake managers point out
that the hooks under each shelf are so

placed "that they cannot be reached from
ovqr the partition of the adjoining room."
For everything, baths included, each dosser
is to pay sixpence a night, or 12 cents of
our money, or three shillings and sixpence
a week, which is 84 cents.

During the past six years poor foreign
Jews, such as we have lately become
familiar with in New York, have been
pouring into the Whitechapel district in
London in such great numbers that their
more prosperous and intelligent co-religiou-
ists have been perplexed with the problem
how to care for them as they need. Some
years ago a Whitechapel synagogue in
Fenchurch street, known as the Hambro
Synagogue, was pulled down. The United
Synagogue, of which Lord Rothschild is
president, agreed that another chnrch build¬
ing should be built in its place and in a

more central locality. Beyopd purchasing
a favorable site nothing has been done by
these wealthy Hebrews, who represent the
twelve Important synagogues and Jewish
districts of the world's capital. They paid
$75,000 for the new site, raising the money
on the value of the old Fenchurch street
land and by means of donations. In the
meantime they have hired a great assembly
hall for use for worship, but even that is
not large enough. Therefore the other day
the council of the United Synagogue met
and agreed to do a very great work for
the anglicization and general improvement
of the foreigners in question and their poor
neighbors of the same faith. They are
now pledged to build a new Hambro
Synagogue large enough to accommodate
1,000 male and 400 feminine worshippers.
the two not sitting together, of course. To
this building they will add accommodations
for the Beth Hamedrash, the Hebrew
library now attached to the great Syna¬
gogue of London; also a courthouse for the
Beth-Din, the Jewish courthouse, with suit¬
able waiting-rooms for witnesses, suitors
and officers.
The theatres have quieted down from the

spasm of excitement that thrilled them
when Jameson made his bold ride into the
Transvaal and the German Emperor wrote
his astonishing telegram. Elocutionists are
still reciting the rhyming balderdash of
the lauieate and singing the general de¬
sire for war with Germany, but no one
Indulges in riotous applause as before. The
three remarkable successes of the dram-i
are three pieces that we know all about in
America, "The Sign of the Cross " "Trll
by and "The Prisoner of Zenda." Willard
and his wretched trifle, "The Professor's
Love Story, go on forever, and the two
hundred and forty-first night is at the end
Mi« S» we<>k",, ,,.e Strange Adventures of
Mta.Brown, Ihe Squire of Dames" and
A Woman s Reason" are in the second

rank of the Winter's successes. The new¬
est piece, "The Fool of the Family," bv
"vrif hS ,HuT'tt,19 rvery well spoken of.
Michael and His Lost Angel" was taken

1. ^f,ter a very short experience. The vau¬
deville successes of great note and verv
great merit are first of all Gus Elen the
successor and superior of Chevalier 'in a
series of coster songs; next, Lottie r0'-
lins, in a high grade series of ballads that
prove her far abler than any variety act
ress now performing here, and last, but
not least, the Minstrels Parlslens, four fun¬
ny, sentimental and musical Frenchmen
who can be understood without any knowl¬
edge of Fiench. JULIAN RALPH.

Sarah in " Gismonda."
By arangement witli Miss Fanny Daven¬

port," Sarah was allowed to present at Ab¬
bey's Theatre, last night, the marvellous,
audacious, splendidly compact Sardou
drama, "Gismonda," written expressly for
her by the cunning Victorien. Whatever
those arrangements were, we are thankful
for them. Miss Davenport has conferred a

great favor upon the theatre-going commu¬

nity, and whatever Messrs. Abbey, Schoeffel
& Grau paid her was money well spent.
Thanks, Fanny Davenport, thanks! Thanks
also for your own work as a sort of Sarah
libretto in "Gismonda." Come to New
York on the wings of impatient ambition, of
unsatisfled yearning, and see Sarah's idea
of "Gismonda." See it, and rejoice as a wo¬

man at one of the most magnificent, body-
stirring, soul-moving performances this
tragedienne has ever given ue. See it, and
weep as an actress that Sarah's art is con¬
fined within one lissome body, and that it Is
not contagious. Oh, that some of it could
be caught! If it could only be introduced
hypodermically into the arms, or breasts.
may I even say legs?.of some of our puny
dramatic stripling-esses! jWhen I saw "Gi^pionda" at the Fifth Ave¬
nue Theatre, with Miss Davenport as Gis¬
monda, and Mr. McDowell as Almerio, I
sighed at the spectacle of this perfect drama
lost by a feeble interpretation. I yearned
for Sarah.for her catty graces, her tiger-
stripes of passion, her dainty moods, her
symphony of emotions. Everything that
money could do for "Gismonda," Miss Dav¬
enport did. There were glowing scenes,
titillating eye-pictures, feasts for all the
senses; but the spark of genius to which
Sardou when he wrote "Gismonda" had
catered was lacking.
We had it last night. I call it a spark,

but it was a volcano, bubbling up its molten
lava, incinerating the audience, and moving
men and women to the silly cry of "Bravo!"
the only solace allowed to polite apprecia¬
tion. Sarah was electric. She was crisp
with passion; she was on her mettle. She
wanted to show Messrs. Abbey, Schoeffel &
Grau that in buying the golden privilege of
regiving "Gismonda" to New York they
had not been recklessly extravagant.
A lovely picture was Sarah when she made

her first appearance in the Acropolis. The
wonder of youth was with her, green and
full of sap. She was exquisitely, plaintively
young, this curious creature, who grand¬
mothers a girl In private life and tempts
the masculine fervor of the adolescent be¬
hind the footlights. A tiny child was on
her lap. The kidlet was perhaps as old as
Sarah's own grandchild. Yet it seemed odd
to be obliged to imagine that this diaphan¬
ous creature was even a mother, so impres¬
sive was her unostentatious juvenility.
The rescue of the kidlet from the fero¬

cious tiger soon brought on the tantrums
that we like so well; that nobody can imi¬
tate; that scores of clever women try to
copy, without even the semblance of a

tawdry success. Miss Davenport's chubby
shrieks recurred to me as the episode was
acted by Sarah all a-fever, agonized, posi¬
tively crackling with flames. No wonder
that Almerio, when she swore, in return
for the rescue, to marry him, felt that noth¬
ing on earth but Sarah herself could posi¬
tively satisfy him.
The scene in the third act was absolutely

wonderful. Sarah cooed in her siren tones,
and blazed like Mount Hccla in a state of
irrepressible eruption. She dominated the
scene. She never ranted. Her voice grew
hoarse with passion, with all the emotions
tumbling over one another in a chaotic
effort to reach expression. Her features
were livid. She showed us the intensest
tumult that can possibly rage in a human
body. Any man or woman impelled by
such a tempest in real life would die next
day of heart disease or apoplexy. How does
Sarah manage it? It is rather late to ask
that question, but as nobody has ever an¬

swered it, I shall not make any excuse.
If there Is such a thing in the world as

genius, Sarah has It, and she has it un¬
diluted. She has never showed it more im¬
pressively than in this performance of
"Gismonda." No, genius is not great per¬
severance; genius is not sublime Industry;
genius is not uncanny eccentricity; genius
is not what weary scientists, unable to
arrive at an algebraic definition, make it
out to be. Genius is what our grandparents
always Imagined it to be. It is indefinable.
It is Innate. It is not to be acquired.
Sarah has it, and those who have attempt¬
ed to belittle the greatest actress in the
world had better see "Gismonda." Let
them not delay. Let them mortgage their
furniture; let them live on a crust for the
rest of the week, but let them see Sarah
in "Gismonda."
Scenically the production is far inferior

to that given by Miss Davenport The
skies are not as beautifully blue; the clois¬
ter pillars are not as realistically massive;
the surroundings are not as spick and span;
the ensemble tickles the eye less. What
cares Sarah for the scenic artist? Her Gis¬
monda would appeal to us if she put camp
stools in the Desert of Sahara and sat us

there to watch her. It would convince us

if it were acted In the gaunt courtyard of
a cold prison. That divine spark means so

much. All the Duses in the world will
never wean my allegiance from Sarah.
Darmont was a large and noisy Almerio,

and with his big, green velvet sleeves and
"full" skirt, he looked singularly ridiculous.
You almost wished that the tiger had
eaten him up when he rescued the child.
Those sleeves would have made such a

delicious meal for the famished beast.
Sophron, the priest, played by M. Rudel,
was woefully mislnterpreter. What did it
matter? Sarah would triumph with wood¬
en Indians in the cast. Her associates are

not of the least consequence.
I effervesce with gratitude to Miss Fanny

Davenport. She is Indeed a benefactress,
a phllanthropist-ess. I don't care what ar¬

rangements were made with Sarah's man-

anagers. Enough that they were made, and
that Sarah's galvanic genius is now dis¬

played in "Gismonda." ALAN DALE.

Campos for President.
[Chicago Tribune.]

If Cuba ever does free herself from the hate¬
ful yoke of Spain there seem to be a great
many reasons why she should in common grati¬
tude make Martinez Campos her first President.

rintt'i Docnments.
[Utica Observer.]

Piatt has produced some affidavits to substan¬
tiate his charge against the Strong adminis¬
tration. They are suspicious documents.

The New Li*ht.
[Utica Observer.]

If the discovery in the art of photographf
whereby rays of light can penetrate opaque sub¬
stances, con be applied to opera glasses, the
vexed question of wearing tights upon the
stage will disappear.

Wealth Represented.
[Chicago Times-Herald.]

A Senator has taken the trouble to compute
the wealth of the States represented by votes
for and against free silver in the Senate last
Saturday, with the following results:
Wealth represented by silver

^^^^
W.t« fePr?S!n!ed.by..ant.1:8UV?r 16,862,000,000
The figures nsdd are from the eleventh census,

and show the as««M®A valttft'1"" of property iu
the various States.

Murat Halstead
in Havana.

TProm the Havana Union Constltucionnl.]
Mr. Murat Halstead, editor of the Stand¬

ard Union, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and special
commissioner of the New York Journal,
arrived in this city by the steamer Yigi-
lancia, of the Ward line, last Wednesday,
and is at present staying at the Hotel In-
glaterra. Mr. Halstead is one of the oldest
newspaper men in active service in the

neighboring republic, and for a long time
has sustained intimate relations with the
leading men of his country, and has always,
moreover, been in close touch with events
of importance in America and Europe.
We are indebted to the kindness of Mr.

Halstead for the following interview grant¬
ed at the solicitation of one of our re¬

porters:
Reporter.Have you ever been In Cuba

before?
Mr. Halstead.No, I have never before

crossed the torrid zone.

Reporter.How long have you been con¬

nected with the press? J

Mr. Halstead.Since I was twenty years
of age, and now I am sixty-six.
Reporter.Have you ever before acted as

a war correspondent?
Mr. Halstead.Yes; I have witnessed bat¬

tles both in Europe and America.
Reporter.Were you present at any great

battle?
Mr. Halstead.That at Fredericksburg, in

Virginia, and the battle of Gravelotte, in
France.
Reporter.From which side did you wit¬

ness the Battle of Gravelotte?
Mr. Halstead.I was with the German

ranks. I tried in vain several times to go
over to the other side. The French do not
permit correspondents with their army,
hence I had to remain with the German
forces. After the route of Bazaine, near

Metz, I went to Paris, and I was there
during the revolution.
Reporter.Did you have any difficulty

with the authorities?
Mr. Halstead.Yes. I was bothered by

the French police. They scarcely gave me
a moment's peace. The Germans, on the
contrary, treated me with courtesy and
deference from the beginning. They did
not prevent my being impartial, as I had
no feeling of hostility toward either of the
contending forces. The French were

whipped, which, to my mind, accounted for
their ill humor.
Reporter.Did you have any opportunity

of meeting Bismarck?
Mr. Halstead.Yes, sir. I met him during

the fight when I was quite close to the
King of Prussia and Bismarck. He treated
me with the greatest possibly consideration
and very kindly gave me all the time that
his duties would permit.
Reporter.Have you met with many

stumbling blocks in the exercise of your
profession?
Mr. Halstead.Yes; but I have always re¬

ceived from the officials of every adminis¬
tration whom I have known, and they in¬
clude the highest in the category, the great¬
est politeness and the utmost courtesy as a

member of the press.
Reporter.Have you held always aloof

from public office?
Mr. Halstead.Not altogether. President

Harrison nominated me as Minister Pleni¬
potentiary to Germany, but the small sym¬
pathy which some of the Senators of my
own party had for me led the Senate to re¬

fuse to confirm the nomination, doing me a

favor which few of them seemed to realize.
Reporter.Have you been In Washington

recently?
Mr. Halstead.Yes. I was there on

Thursday of last week.
Reporter.Did you see the President or

any members of the Cabinet?
Mr. Halstead.No, I did not see the

President, but I had important interviews
with the principal Cabinet officers, the
Secretaries of State, War and Justice.
Reporter.Have you talked with many of

the leaders of the opposition, that is to say,
leaders of the Republican party?
Mr. Halstead.In general, because one can

usually find the most notable of the Re¬
publican leaders in Washington. During
my last visit there I met the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, the chairman
of the Committee on Foreign Relations and
ex-Secretary of State John Foster, who ne

gotiated the treaty of reciprocity witt
Spain.
Reporter.Did you discuss Cuban affairs'
Mr. Halstead.To a great extent, becaus<

they all knew of my intended trip anc

naturally discussed our relations witl
Spain and Cuba.

Reporter.What was said concerning th(
attitude of the United States toward th«
Cuban insurgents and their claim to be rec

ognized as belligerents?
Mr. Halstead.I could not, without liv

fringing upon the principle of delicacy, ex

press to you the personal opinion of eacfc
of these gentlemen, who spoke very freelj
to me as a citizen and not as a member oi
the press; but this I can say, that no pre¬
cipitate action will be taken, and It will
Dot require a change of government tc
make it when It comes, and that those whe
are responsible for whatever part the
nation may take understand perfectly wbal
their duties are. The people of the United
States, as a majority, have never moved
with greater caution in dealing with for¬
eign affairs than at the present time.
Reporter.And to what do we owe the

honor of your visit to Cuba?
Mr. Halstead.Because at the present

time the Interest of the American people
is concentrated upon the affairs of Cuba, as

well as on those of Venezuela and South
Africa, and our newspapers are desirous oi
securing the fullest news from all parts ol
the world. The editor-proprietor of the
New York Journal has done me the honoi
to believe that my services here can be ol
some value to him, and here I am.

Letters from the People,
About a Leap Year Sociable.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Please Inform rne through your val¬

uable paper how to hold a leap year sociable

properly. THE COMMITTEE.
New York, Feb. 9.

An Address Wanted.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Pardon me the liberty I have taken

in troubling you, but I want to ask your advice.
I have a brother by the name of Henry Bur¬
nett. who was Consul for Sweden and Norway
at Freetown, Sierra Leone, west coast of Af¬
rica, up to 1893. Since then I have moved and
have lost track of him. I have heard through
a friend that he has been shot and wounded,
but cannot tell if it is true; so I thought 1
would write and ask you the quickest way to lo¬
cate him, as I feel very anxious about him.
Newark, N. J., Feb. 9.

Information Wanted.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.I had an uncle who died In 3851,

Intestate, at Milwaukee, and who is reputed tc
have left considerable property. Kindly let mc

know through your valuable paper how I cat

procure official Information, A. A. 8.
New York, Feb. 9.

Gaught in the
Metropolitan Whirl,

"If I had a backer wot was game yotf
would see me proper rich in about si*
months," said Bill Barnacle, as he awoke
from an imitation of a man plunged itf

deep reverie,
"He would
like wise be
wealthy, too,
and we could
give the nat-
ural scenery of
this country $f
watch below.'^
"Have you

got a scheme?'*
asked the lub"»
ber.
"Not exact*

ly." replied!
the able sea¬

man In a haughty tone. "It's a proper
business idea wot I've been overhauling
for some time. Me and everybody else
is mortal sick of these here advertising
signs wot's plastered on bulkheads, build¬
ings, wagons and cars. It's pills and corn

cure from one end of the country to the
other."

"I've noticed It myself," assented th»
lubber.
"Now, I Aggers," went on Mr. Barnacle*

"that there is 5,000,000 square yards of clean;
white canvas on the merchant marine of the*
world. The said canvas brings no revenue

to ship-owners, and my business idea Is to
charter the use of the 5,000,000 yards and!-
let out space to these here advertisers,
All I need is a moneyed backer. I allows
it ought to be worth $20 per month to put
the picture of the man what was cured of
catarrh on the flying jib. Town lots and^
corsets would bring a fancy price on the-
royals and top-gallant sails, and I'd let>i
out the spanker for soothing syrup ads.
and other truck wot children cry for, wittw
portraits of babies. Cheap meals, fancy ^
beverages, skirt dancers, carpet cleaners^
and painless tooth-pullers could get ratea<j
special on the courses and topsails, whichk"
is large and desirable mediums.
"I'm about to form a sindy-kate," con-«j

eluded Mr. Barnacle, with visions of bound-*!
less wealth dancing before his eyes, "and
boom this here new business idea."

Ever since the Mayor of Qhlnatown ob¬
served to His Honor Mayor Strong on the

occasion of the latter's visit to Mott street
that It was a long time between drinks, Ex¬
cise Commis¬

sioner Julius
Harburger has
been after the
Mayor In an

effort to induce
him to visit
the Jewish
theatres. For
some reason

best known to
Colonel Strong
that event has
not yet taken
place. Should
Gotham's Chief
Magistrate con¬

sent, however, to visit one of the Hebrew

playhouses, of which there are several, ha
will see and hear many things that are

doubtless new and strange to him. For in-i

stance, in the old Stadt Theatre, If he at¬

tends any of this week's performances, he

will see Ave acts and seventeen scenes eff
a lurid melodrama entitled "Jacob and His

Daughters." He will see, also, a company
of no small merit playing to packed houses,.;
who devote the entr'actes to regalement iUi'
meat and drink. All this is done by the
audience right in their seats, and it is not;

unusual for friends to exchange snacks
from their bottles and baskets. The capital
represented in the Hebrew theatre is hard*

ly as large as that of Mr. Abbey's troupe,
but It is an open question, comparatively
speaking, whether the Bowery has not at

shade the best of It pecuniarily when th»
season is over.

***
The death of Banker George Bliss re¬

calls to the minds of many butchers in
Washington Market the recent death of old
"Korey" Mason, who was celebrated in

Gotham as the
original cat's*
meat man. De¬

spite the vast
difference ini
the worldly
station of the
banker and the

^ butcher the
lives of the
two men were

closely bound
¦L together. Old

Mason was a

J: canny Scot,
who received
from Mr. Bll8»j

the capital with which to engage in his.
trade. Rorey was the pioneer in his line#
and as the purveyor of meats to his feline
customers had entree to many of the most
aristocratic mansions in the city. He had
a little box-like stand in the market, where
he made hi3 appearance every morning
before dawn. The choicest of rump beef
was demanded by his patrons. This he cut
into neat, regular cubes, wrapped from ai
quarter to half a pound in small pack¬
ages, and was soon prepared to begin
his rounds. Rorey's customers included the
high-bred Angora and Maltese Tommies
and Mauds In the families of the Dun¬
cans, Rhinelanders, Stewarts, Astors,
Gallatins, Stevens and othei-s of social
distinction. Rorey was taken ill some

three weeks ago in a little room he oc¬

cupied in an old-fashioned house in Green¬
wich village. He died a few days later,
and among the floral tributes laid on his
coffin was a wreath from Mr. Bliss.

Mote of Less in the Public Eye.
Robert Burns's great grandson and namesake,

his last descendant in the direct male line,
has just died at Blackball, near Edinburgh,
aged fifty-two years. He had served as a sol¬
dier and as a gardener in the Edinburgh Public
Gardens, but for fourteen years past had been

keeper of the powder magazine at Blackhall,
He left no children.

Chaska, the brawny Sioux buck on whom Cora;
Belle Fellows lavished the abundance of her

girlish affection, was lately released from juil |
at the Santee Agency, where he was confined fof
sixty days for stealing hay.

Professor Daniel G. Elliot, of Chicago, la
going to Central Africa to catch wild animals
for the Field Columbian Museum. It is said
that tropical animals are very scarce on the
market.

Durham White Stevens, the counsellor of tha
Japanese Legation in Washington, is an Ameri¬
can who resided many years in Japan and be¬
came thoroughly acquainted with its language,
history and customs. Mr. Stevens is thoroughly
American, but in diplomacy Is Japan's right-
hand man.

The ages of the most prominent candidates
for the Republican Presidential nomination ara

as follows: McKinley, 51; Reed, 59; Harrison,
02; Allison, CO; Morton, 72.


